Sorafenib-induced severe urticaria in a patient with hepatocellular cancer.
Sorafenib which is used in the treatment of renal, thyroid and hepatocellular cancers is a multi-targeted tyrosine kinase inhibitor. Though sorafenib is associated with some side effects, it is known that sorafenib is generally well tolerated compared to other tyrosine kinase inhibitors. In the present case, hepatocellular cancer was diagnosed seven months ago. The disease was in stage IIIB at the time of diagnosis. Sorafenib was initiated with a dose of 400 mg twice daily because of disease progression after two cycles of doxorubicin. The reactions on the skin of the arms and the body of the patient occurred in the eighth week of treatment. Skin biopsy was performed and urticaria was diagnosed after pathologic examination. No other disorders or drugs which may cause urticaria were detected in the patient. Skin reactions disappeared one week after sorafenib discontinuation without any further intervention.